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that pullets are the best layers. Most farm flocks have a large number of old hens that do not lay enough eggs to pay for the feed they consume. They are far better disposed of. The question is often asked as to whether eggs from a tuberculous flock are fit for food. While the germs are sometimes present in eggs, this occurs very rarely. As a rule, badly diseased fowls are not heavy layers. Few eggs are eaten raw and the cooking process should destroy any germs which might be present. The same applies to the flesh of the fowl. If the bird is in good condition and the diseased organs are removed and destroyed, the flesh of the bird, if thoroughly cooked, should be edible.
The tuberculin test
The tuberculin test is a very accurate method to pick out the infected birds in the flock. The test is delicate and should be performed by a person skilled in its application. Unless a poultryman has had considerable practice in the use of a hypodermic syringe, the chances are that he will not be satisfied with the results of the test. This is commonly called the intra-dermal or skin test. It is performed in much the same way as the tuberculin test in cattle, except that the avian tuberculin is injected into the skin of the wattle. The liquid used in the test is made by growing the tuberculosis germ artificially in a special solution. When ready, the organisms are killed by boiling and filtered from the liquid. The remaining part of the solution is utilized to perform the test. This liquid could not cause tuberculosis because it contains no germs and is always sterilized by boiling.
When properly performed, the test is very valuable in picking out the infected birds. A small hypodermic syringe of about 1 cubic centimeter capacity and a 26-gauge needle are necessary. The important part of the procedure is the proper placing of the tuberculin in the skin. It should not be under the skin, but rather in it. Either the comb or